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CLIMATE
CHANGE
IS

HERE.

The warning signs for our region are obviously present,
and the predictions and costs of inaction are dire.
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COMMITMENT TO
A LIVABLE REGION

As a region, we need to
correct legacies of historic
disinvestment in frontline
communities — those most
at risk of environmental
injustice — and provide
equitable access to
neighborhood green space.
Trees in urban areas provide
essential economic services,
dramatically reduce air
pollution, mitigate the
threats of climate change,
and help to beautify
our neighborhoods and
parks. Shaded parks can
encourage increased
recreation, provide a sense
of place, and support the
mental health of residents.
And at the statewide level,
there are solid policies
we can enact to address
climate change. Illinois must
sign the Paris Agreement,
create a comprehensive
emissions reduction plan,
and continue to challenge
rollbacks of federal
environmental protections.
We need better support and
protections for our beloved
state parks, forest preserves,
conservation districts, and
natural areas. And we
owe it to our children to
provide more green healthy
schoolyards and better
access to local food.

“The debate over climate
change is no longer about
what causes global warming.
Rather, the issue is how to
ensure that billions of at-risk
people and businesses
around the world can
rapidly adapt and ensure
that their communities are
as resilient as possible”

“When cities grow around the world, we need to think ahead about the
regional context and using natural systems to protect us from the hazards
that are coming from climate change.”

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 11/13/18

In 2018, Openlands received a
$1 million grant from the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation to directly address
climate change in the Chicago
region by accelerating our tree
planting program. Urban trees
improve air quality and remove
pollution, reduce energy costs
in homes and businesses, and
improve human health, even as
they offer the benefit of storing
carbon. With the support from
the MacArthur Foundation,
Openlands will plant new trees
across the region, engage
residents in their long-term care,
and help cultivate advocates
for the urban forest. For more
information on our urban
forestry programs, please visit
Openlands.org.

Music on the Lakefront with
Spektral Quartet
In September, the Openlands Lakeshore Preserve hosted a once-in-a-lifetime event,
the world premiere of a new work inspired by the Preserve. On a Saturday afternoon,
75 guests gathered to hear celebrated Chicago ensemble, Spektral Quartet (named
“Chicagoans of the Year” by the Chicago Tribune), perform Plain, Air by Tonia Ko
(recipient of a 2018 Guggenheim Fellowship).
“One element of the landscape that I am particularly interested in is way the land
slopes down to the water,” says Tonia. “The area where the steep bluffs begin
seems to be the most unique and ecologically fragile part of the preserve, and
I’ve transcribed this concept into musical terms.”
Taking place within the landscape that inspired it, the performance was immersive
with the audience processing with the performers from the shore of Lake Michigan
through Bartlett Ravine, where the performance took place. As they walked, the
live playing was supplemented by prerecorded soundscapes emanating from
speakers hidden throughout the ravine.
“I thought it was gorgeous in every detail of nuance: the pre-concert chat, the
sound walk, the gorgeous lake, sun, air, sky, birds, trees, folia, natural sounds,
Tonia’s music on the walk, the portion of her piece that was under the bridge, and
the reception,” remarked celebrated composer Augusta Read Thomas.
“The core of Openlands mission is connecting people to nature in our region,”
said Openlands President and CEO Jerry Adelmann. “A powerful way that we can
do that is through art and music. Just as Tonia was inspired by the beauty of the
Lakeshore Preserve, so too are we invited by Spektral Quartet’s masterful playing
of her music to experience this place anew.”
For more information about Spektral Quartet, please visit spektralquartet.com

ACT LOCALLY FOR CLIMATE

Is your city climate ready?
Mayors and city councils across
the state have stepped up
to lead on climate change:
Chicago, Evanston, Woodstock,
Elgin, Highland Park, Waukegan,
and Rockford are just some of
the cities that have committed
to the Paris Agreement.
Find out if your municipality
is addressing climate change,
meet with your local officials,
gather your neighbors and
attend city meetings, and make
sure decision makers know that
you want climate action now.

“When we engage in conservation, we not only improve human health,
but we engage in carbon sequestration, we mitigate heat islands, and we
mitigate floods.” — DR. INGRID BURKE, SPEAKING AT THE ANNUAL LUNCHEON

Openlands 2018 Annual Luncheon
Addresses the Role of Conservation in a Changing Climate
The Openlands 2018 Annual Luncheon highlighted the pressing need
to address climate change by using solutions based in nature and land
conservation. As the largest consumer of energy and resources, as
well as the largest producer of carbon emissions, urban areas carry the
responsibility to reduce our collective impact on the planet.
The Keynote Speaker was
Dr. Ingrid “Indy” Burke, Dean
of the Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies. “When
cities grow around the world, we
need to think ahead about the
regional context and using natural
systems to protect us from the
hazards that are coming from
climate change,” said Dr. Burke.
“When we engage in conservation,
we not only improve human health,
but we engage in carbon sequestration, we mitigate heat islands,
and we mitigate floods. On the one hand, as citizens of the earth, we
need to be terribly concerned about the changes that are happening
on our planet. On the other, I think there are areas for optimism: there
are huge opportunities to craft our future, to prioritize equity, and to
link development with conservation.”
The Conservation Leadership Award was presented to the Comer
Family Foundation, acknowledging their ground-breaking work
as a global leader in climate research based right here in Chicago.
In accepting the award, Stephanie Comer declared, “We are a world

confronted with the devastating realities of a warming planet, with
climate change being the greatest threat to humanity’s stability
and security. Our shared future will require friendships, partnerships,
and alliances inside and outside of our community, and that’s why
I am thrilled to support Openlands. Our lives are infinitely richer and
healthier when we are connected
to each other and to nature,
and I believe when connections
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“Today we face the greatest
challenges we ever have as
a planet — and that’s climate
change,” said Openlands President and CEO Jerry Adelmann.
“There’s an urgency and moral
responsibility to do something,
but the message is so daunting and the challenge can feel so great. We
have stepped back and realized that so many of the solutions we need
are offered by nature, and so much of what we already do is part of that.”
We are replanting the urban forest and greening schoolyards; we are
protecting clean water resources and improving the health of our
region’s waterway; and we ensure that farmland, trails, parks, and
preserves link our region together in a vibrant web of green that allows
plants and animals to move and adapt. At Openlands, we commit to
making our region a healthy home for everyone — we can’t do it
without you.
To view a video of this year’s complete program, please visit Openlands.org

Welcome New Openlands Board Member
NICOLE S. WILLIAMS

Nicole S. Williams is a retired corporate executive who has served
primarily as a senior financial officer for several
corporations in the Midwest. She came to Chicago in
1968 to earn an MBA from the University of Chicago.
Her first job after receiving her MBA in 1970 was
as the financial analyst for the Illinois Bureau of the
Budget under the Ogilvie administration. Recent
positions have included President of a subsidiary;
EVP and CFO of its parent, Abraxis Bioscience Inc.,
a public specialty pharmaceutical company; and as EVP
and Corporate Secretary of R.P. Scherer Corporation, a public, global
drug delivery company purchased by Cardinal Health in 1999. Early in
her career she was a member of the Board of the Metropolitan Planning
Council in Chicago from 1976 –1992 and also Chair of the Illinois
Environmental Facilities Financing Authority from 1972–1982. Today
she continues to serve as a director of both public and private companies.
Since 2005 she has been a director and currently serves as Vice Chair and
Senior Financial Counsel of the Chicago Horticultural Society.

Support Openlands This Year

Nicole’s relationship with Openlands goes back almost 20 years
when she granted to Openlands a conservation easement covering the
ravine segment of her property in Glencoe. Recently, she and Openlands
together successfully defended the easement against neighbors who
had repeatedly cut trees to improve their view of the lake.
A key pastime is traveling to experience the local gardens and natural
habitats in various parts of the world. As avid gardeners, she and her
husband have incorporated in their Glencoe garden some of the plants
and horticultural designs discovered in their travels.
“I cannot conceive of living without being outdoors and exposed to
natural habitats. Even as a child, I was encouraged to play outdoors and
learned at a very early age how to help in the garden. I feel strongly
that children need this exposure to nature as it is such a rewarding
experience and one that will enrich their lives as they grow older.
Fundamentally, I am determined to do everything I can to help preserve
this wonderful planet and, in particular, this incredibly natural diversity
that surrounds us in the northeastern Illinois region.”

For 55 years, Openlands
has worked to ensure that
our growing region includes
green space as big as a
national wildlife refuge or
as small as a schoolyard
garden. In another 55 years,
it will be 2073. What are
your hopes and dreams for
our homes, our region,
and our planet then?
Support Openlands' work
to keep our region green
and healthy.
Openlands.org/support
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