
 
 

Openlands School and Community Garden Workshops 
 

Organizing Your Garden Team (offered in 
English and Spanish) 
An enthusiastic, committed Garden Team is 
crucial to the long success of the school garden. 
Come out and hear from other schools on how 
to create and sustain a successful Garden Team.  
CPDUs will be provided. 
 

Who:  Any members of your garden 
team: teachers, staff, parents, 
community members  

When: January 27, 2018 | 9:30am-3pm 
Where: Palmer Elementary, 5051 N. Kenneth Ave, Chicago, IL, 60630 
 

Vegetable Gardening Basics (offered in English and in Spanish) 
It’s never too early to start planning for your school’s vegetable garden. At this workshop you will hear 
from an expert organic gardener on how to prepare and nourish the soil, what to plant when, and what 
plants are best for school gardens. Participants will create a vegetable garden layout specific to their 
school garden. Each participant will receive seeds that will get them started on their spring season 
planting! CPDUs will be provided. 
 

Who:   Any members of your garden team: teachers, staff, parents, community members, etc. 
When:  March 3, 2018 | 9:30am-3pm 
Where:  Orozco Community Academy, 1940 West 18th Street, Chicago, IL 60608 
 

Stewarding your School Garden (offered in English and in Spanish) 
Did you know that across the United States only 40% of school gardens are still being used and 
maintained two years after they are installed? Come to this workshop and your school can help increase 
that percentage! We’ll go into the details on how to make sure your school garden gets enough water, the 
ongoing battle of keeping the garden weed free, and ideas on harvesting vegetables from your garden. 
CPDUs and garden supplies will be provided. 
 

Who:   Any members of your garden team: teachers, staff, parents, community members, etc. 
When: April 7, 2018 | 9:30am-3pm 
Where: TBD 



 
 
                           

Beyond the School Garden: Field Trips into Nature 
Are you interested in learning new ways to use nature as an 
extension of the classroom? Or do you work with an afterschool 
club with a focus on the outdoors? In this new training session, 
Openlands staff will model a field trip to Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie and explain how such a trip could be replicated 
with a group from your school. Activities will include a bird 
walk at Midewin, a trip to the Visitor Center, and a grant 
writing exercise. CPDUs will be provided. 
 
Who:   Any members of your Garden Team: teachers, 

staff, parents, community members, etc. 
When:  Saturday, May 12, 2018 | 9am – 4:30pm 
Where:  Meet at Hearst Elementary, 4640 S. Lamon Ave., 

Chicago, IL; a bus will take group to Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie in Wilmington, IL.  

 
 

For registration information, contact schools@openlands.org. 

 
 
 

These workshops are presented through Openlands Building 

School Gardens programs and Openlands GardenKeepers. 

 

Building School Gardens is sponsored by 

  
and Peoples Gas. 

mailto:schools@openlands.org

