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Notes
1. Coordinate System: NAD 1983 UTM Zone 16N
2. Data Sources Include: USCB, USFWS, USGS, Esri, and Stantec
3. Orthophotography: 2014 NAIP
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Jens Jensen Preserve / Deer Grove East Wetland Restoration Project Lifecycle
Concept through implementation & monitoring
2006

2008

2007

2009

2010

2011

2012

•

Spring 2006 – Request for project proposals funded by the
O’Hare Modernization Mitigation Account (OMMA) is issued
by Openlands/USACE.

•

2008 – Drainage tiles from previous agricultural land use
surveyed and conceptual wetland restoration plans
developed.

•

Fall 2009 – Fall 2012 – Removal of invasive species to prepare
for conversion of 75 acres of Eurasian meadow to Illinois
prairie.

•

Winter 2006 – Deer Grove East is selected as one of five
projects funded by OMMA.

•

Spring 2009 – Management & Monitoring Plan finalized
and restoration project area determined to be 163.5
acres, later increased to 181 acres. Expected 49.7
acres of wetland mitigation credit (25.5 acres from
wetland restoration, 14.5 acres from existing wetland
enhancement, and remainder from upland buffer
enhancement.)

•

Winters of 2010/2011 and 2011/2012 – Removal of invasive
trees and shrubs on 65 acres of remnant oak woodland and
wetlands, 40 acres of secondary growth, and 20 acres of
grassland habitats.

•

Summer 2007 – Baseline studies begin; jurisdictional wetland
determination completed across all 624 acres of site.

Invasive trees and shrubs that crowded ancient woodland
habitats, preventing sunlight from reaching ground-level
plants, were removed and colorful and varied native grasses
and wildflowers were reintroduced. Openlands also began
conducting controlled burns, an important natural catalyst in
the development of healthy ecosystems. Deer Grove is a heavily
used forest preserve and is truly a place where plants, wildlife,
and people can thrive.

Summer 2010 – Restoration matures and the land begins to
change, adaptive management guides work.

•

Fall 2010 – A woodland stream comes to life with coursing
water. Three rock weirs are designed and implemented to
slow down the water as it moves downstream.

•

Summer 2009 – Public meeting held to describe project
and address community questions and concerns.

•

Fall 2009 –Project approved to proceed by the USACE
under Regional Permit #5 (Wetland and Steam Restoration
and Enhancement).

•

Spring 2011 – Stormwater ditch from the parking lot is
replaced with exfiltration trench to clean and cool water
before it enters wetland.

•

Fall 2009 – Formal monitoring plan is developed. Baseline
photographs taken and permanent plant monitoring
transects established.

•

•

Fall 2009 – Spring 2010 – Seven water-control valves
installed to prohibit water from impacting the multipurpose trails.

Spring 2011 – Visitors accustomed to crossing through the
field are now walking through a wetland. To maintain a
pedestrian trail through restored wetland, a low water
crossing is installed.

•

Fall 2009 – Three wetland restorations are graded to
eliminate reed canary grass and to construct water
control ridges and emergency spillways.

•

Fall 2009 – Spring 2010 – The permanent abandonment
of 3,000 feet of drain tile. To protect existing infrastructure
650 feet of new drain tile are installed.

Introduction
In 2008, Openlands started working closely with ecologists
from the Forest Preserve of Cook County (FPCC); the property
owner), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and other
partner agencies to carefully assess the site’s unique ecosystem
needs, conducting hydrological monitoring, wetlands studies,
and plant inventories. Eventually, a master restoration plan
was developed for Deer Grove East, which was independently
reviewed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency.

•

Overview
This project is part of a series of restorations across the Des
Plaines River Watershed that were undertaken in conjunction
with the USACE and the Chicago Department of Aviation.
Funding for this project is made available by the OMMA, which
seeks to offset the impact on aquatic resources caused by the
expansion of O’Hare International Airport.

Significant Milestones

2013

2014

2015

•

Spring 2010 – Fall 2012 – Installation and maintenance of
native seed on 75 acres in prairie area.

•

Spring 2010 – Present – Ongoing management of woodland,
wetland, and prairie.

•

Spring 2010 – Present – Removal of Garlic Mustard (Alliaria
petiolata) and other invasive species, such as Oriental
Bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) in woodlands area.
Installation and maintenance of native seed on 55 acres.

•

Spring 2010 – Present – Widespread removal of invasive
wetland plants, such as Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris
arundinacea), exotic Cattails (Typha spp.), Common Reed
(Phragmites australis), and Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum
salicaria) in wetlands area. Installation and maintenance of
83,663 native container-grown plants around the edges of
restored wetlands.

•

Fall 2011 and Fall 2013 – Installation of 360 native woodland
shrubs in 12 deer exclosures to improve bird habitat nesting
and foraging habitat.

•

2014 – 2015 – Prescribed burning completed on over 100
acres each year to manage restored prairie, woodland, and
wetlands.

•

The Friends of Deer Grove East volunteer group is created
with assistance from Openlands, the FPCC, and AudubonChicago Region. The mission of the group is to preserve,
protect, and restore ecological health at Deer Grove East.
(2011)

•

Native seeding and planting in all areas except for 14.5 acres
of remnant wetlands is completed using rare species that
were hand-collected throughout the Chicago Region. (2012)

•

A pair of Sandhill Cranes begin breeding at the site and
return each year to produce one or two colts per year. (2012
- 2015)

•

Site management of invasive species in targeted areas for
wetland restoration. (2007)

•

Large-scale removal of invasive and weedy plant species.
(2008 - 2012)

•

•

Rare plants that were once absent or uncommon observed
growing in abundance in the wooded wetlands. (2010)

Additional rare wetland birds are observed using the restored
wetlands during the breeding season. (2013 - 2015)

•

•

Native seed and container-grown plant installation begins
in restored wetlands, prairies, and oak woodlands. (2010)

•

Red-Headed Woodpecker breeding pairs observed in the
oak woodland. (2011 - 2015)

Wetland delineation completed to help determine wetland
restoration and enhancement acres for USACE permit
closure. Over 42 acres of wetlands delineated within the
restoration site, an increase of about 28 acres from 2007.
(2015)

